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The Methodist Circuit of Gloucestershire Newsletter (Issue 87 – 13.10.10)

Prayers

We ask you to remember in your prayers this week the worship, work and witness of the congregation at Tewkesbury Methodist Church.
Superintendent’s Lunch Club

The Superintendent’s Lunch Club will be held on Thursday 14th October 2010 at 12.30 p.m. at The Moon Under the Water, Bath Road, Cheltenham and next week on Thursday 21st October 2010 at 12.30 p.m. at The Greyhound Inn, Popes Hill, Cinderford.
Where Are All the Children and Young People?
 A troubling question we hear all too frequently but, in this case, the answer we are looking for is to the question, "where are they in our Circuit?"
 

Our records of the work being done with children and young people in our churches and chapels are out of date.  All stewards are receiving a letter and census form asking them to complete it on behalf of their church or chapel.
 

With this information to hand we will be able to make direct communication with those who work with children and young people and keep them up to date with relevant information. It will also help us to plan for events and training activities for this vital area of the church's work.
 

We look forward to your co-operation in completing this census as soon as possible.
 

Michael Jebson
Circuit Executive: Youth and special interests
Email: michael.jebson@btopenworld.com 

Bisley Methodist Church
A final service of Thanksgiving and Celebration for the life and witness of Bisley Methodist Church will be held at Bisley on Sunday 24th October 2010 at 3.00 p.m. led by the Reverend Ernie Clarke.  I’m sure there are many friends from around the Circuit who will wish to be present for this occasion.

Bethesda Methodist Church 
Bethesda Methodist Church in Cheltenham has been granted its third national Eco-award, one of only three churches in England to receive this honour. The independent assessment was carried out by Climate Change & Transition Town campaigner Jerry Barr and Rev Dr Simon Topping - founder and director of the Gloucester Green Cross Coop. Simon will present the award plaque at a special service on Sunday morning October 10th. Since collecting its first award in 2003, followed by a 2nd in 2008 the church has continued to develop its environmental programme and is widely known as an “eco-church”. 

Congratulations on achieving a 3rd Award have been received from Jonathon Porritt- and local MP Martin Horwood. 

“Some organisations describe sustainability as ‘a never-ending journey” writes Jonathon - former Chair of the Government Sustainability Panel and Director of Forum for the Future –“and that’s just how it must feel to the Bethesda Community! But three national awards in eight years provides telling recognition of the extraordinary commitment (and creativity) of church members. So the message here is simple: keep lifting up your eyes not just to the hills, but to the solar panels too!” 
“This is a fantastic achievement by Bethesda” said Martin. “Their third Eco-award reinforces their green credentials and sets a great example for other community organisations who want to help create a cleaner greener country with more renewable energy and less waste.” 
The assessors were pleased that environmental concerns were evident in all aspects of church life. Members reported that the eco-congregation programme was already helping them to make positive lifestyle changes to reduce personal carbon footprints. Activities include more recycling, campaigning against excessive packaging, reducing car travel by walking and cycling where appropriate, and offsetting flights. One member explained that he had also sought to encourage his business clients to become more environmentally friendly. 

Since embarking on the Eco-Congregation Award scheme in 2000, Bethesda has sold almost £20,000 worth of fair-trade goods, runs a regular “Traidgreen” stall, and been formally recognised as a FairTrade church. It has distributed 1000s of low energy light bulbs, extended 
its recycling programme to cover 9 different items, started its own carbon offset scheme, paid for a solar hot water system for an AIDS orphanage in South Africa and presented public showings of films on the subject of climate change. The church has now generated almost 7000 kW hrs of electricity since it installed solar panels a year ago. 

The Environment Agency asked a panel of experts to come up with the most important actions we could all take to “save the planet”. The second of their 50 recommendations read as follows: “It is time the world’s faith groups took a lead in reminding us that we have a duty to restore and maintain the ecological balance of the planet”. Bethesda has played a leadership role on environmental issues for over a decade and has been described as a “beacon church”. It is now actively sharing its considerable knowledge and experience with other churches and encouraging them to consider becoming eco-congregations.
Eco-Congregations

Eco-congregations - mulling it over?  On the evening of Tuesday 19th October at 7.30pm, two of the flagship Eco-congregations, Bethesda, Cheltenham and Evesham Methodisr Church will be coming to Bishop's Cleeve to share their experiences and the benefits of Eco-congregation status.  Revd Simon Topping will be providing an overview and chairing
the discussion.  Any churches thinking about embracing the concept would be welcome to join us at Bishop's Cleeve Methodist Church, Bishop's close, Bishop's Cleeve.  For further information email: barrs@jerrysue.co.uk or ring 01242 244785

Café Church at Tewkesbury Methodist Church 
6.30pm on Sunday 24th October
“The Youth are Revolting:  The Church’s Missing Generation”

All welcome to discuss youth culture(s) and what does and doesn’t work for young people in the church. This evening features speakers from Exeter (Pippa Wragg and Jon Curtis) who are involved with running a punk rock venue/nightclub and organising the music programme for Greenbelt Christian Arts Festival. They also work for the Methodist Church in the Exeter Circuit with local preaching and young people’s work. Also featuring Spark Plugs band who are based in Tewkesbury. A warm welcome is extended to all ages as we look forward to an interesting evening of debate with some challenging input about young people’s relationship with the Church.
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On Sunday 24th October at 7.30pm we will hold the second of our evenings at Hucclecote Methodist Church looking at different spiritual paths.

Adrian Noble will introduce us to the life of St Francis and to Franciscan spirituality today. Adrian is a member of the third Order of St Francis. The website describes it like this.

 “The Third Order is open to men and women, ordained or lay, married or single who feel that God is calling them to live out their Franciscan vocation in the world. While committed to family responsibilities and engaged in the ordinary tasks of life, the Third Order offers a life of challenge and support for those who are called to a deeper commitment to Christ, their Lord and Master, to a life under vow.”
There will then be questions and discussion followed by a shared time of prayer in the Franciscan tradition towards the end. All within the hour! 

Do come and share with us in what I’m sure will be an absorbing evening.
********************************************
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